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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 7347 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, US, GE 

SUBJECT: US RESPONSE TO GDR PROTEST OF SPECIAL RIAS PROGRAM 

REFS: A) RERUN 7312; B) STATE 309626; C) USBERLIN 2727; 

D) BONN 21293 

1 . EMBASSY OFFICER MADE RIAS DEMARCHE TO MFA US DESK 
OFFICER TEUTSCHBEIN AND HERR KEHL AS INSTRUCTED REFTEL B 

(NO ONE WAS AVAIABLE AT MFA BEFORE DECEMBER 27.) TEUTSCHBEIN 
RESPONDED BY SAYING THAT THE GDR POSITION AS EXPRESSED 
BY SIEMENS ON DECEMBER 16 (REFTEL) STILL STOOD. HE RESPONDED 
TO POINT ABOUT CONTINUED GDR JAMMING OF RIAS BY REFERRING 
TO PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS OF THE SUBJECT AT BERN AND ELSEWHERE. 
HE REITERATED THE GDR POSITON THAT RIAS WAS RECEIVED 
FREELY IN WEST BERLIN AND THAT RIAS RECEPTION IN THE GDR 
JAMMING BUT MAY HAVE BEEN AFFECTED BY THE INCREASED NUMBER 
OF GDR RADIO STATIONS SERVING THE NEEDS OF THE GDR 
POPULATION. HE REPEATED THAT THE GDR VIEWED THE PLANNED 
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RIAS "SPECIAL BROADCAST" (CONDERSENDUNG) AS AN INTER- 
FERENCE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE GDR. 

2. KEHL SAID THAT OUR RESPONSE WAS NOT SATISFACORY, BUT 
THAT HE WOULD RELAY IT TO THE RESPONSIBLE GDR AUTHORITIES. 

HE STATE THAT THE GDR WAS NOT PROTESTING AGAINST NORMAL 
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RIAS BROADCASTS, BUT AGAINST A SPECIAL BROADCAST INTENDED 
FOR CITIZENS OF THE GDR USING A SPECIAL TELEPHONE NUMBER 
FOR EAST GERMANS TO CALL. HE INSISTED THAT SUCH A 
"SPECIFICALLY AIMED, SPECIAL PROGRAM," INTENDED FOR 
THE CITIZENS OF ANOTHER COUNTRY, RAN COUNTER TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AGREEMENT AND THE 
PREAMBLE OF THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT. TEUTSCHBEIN AND 
KEHR DID NOT REPEAT SIEMENS DECEMBER 16 STATEMENT THAT 
THE GDR AUTHORITIES WOULD TAKE APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO 
PROTECT THE GDR'S INTERESTS IF THE PROGRAM TOOK PLACE. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH NEITHER TEUTSCHBEIN NOR KEHR 
REPEATED SIEMEN'S STATEMENT ABOUT THE GDR TAKING 
"APPROPRIATE MEASURES," WE ASSUME WE HAVE NOT HEARD THE 
LAST OF THIS ISSUE FROM THE GDR. POLANSKY 
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